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Access to Information - Your Rights 
 

 

The Local Government 
(Access to Information) Act 
1985 widened the rights of 
press and public to attend 
Local Authority meetings 
and to see certain 
documents. Recently the 
Freedom of Information Act 
2000, has further broadened 
these rights, and limited 
exemptions under the 1985 
Act. 

Your main rights are set out 
below:- 

 Automatic right to attend 
all formal Council and 
Committee meetings 
unless the business 
would disclose 
confidential or “exempt” 
information. 

 Automatic right to inspect 
agendas and public 
reports at least five days 
before the date of the 
meeting. 

 Automatic right to inspect 
minutes of the Council 
and its Committees  

(or summaries of 
business undertaken in 
private) for up to six years 
following a meeting. 

 Automatic right to inspect 
lists of background 
papers used in the 
preparation of public 
reports. 

 Access, on request, to the 
background papers on 
which reports are based 
for a period of up to four 
years from the date of the 
meeting. 

 Access to a public 
register stating the names 
and addresses and 
electoral areas of all 
Councillors with details of 
the membership of all 
Committees etc. 

A reasonable number of 
copies of agendas and 
reports relating to items to 
be considered in public must 
be made available to the 
public attending meetings of 
the Council and its, 
Committees etc. 

 Access to a list specifying 
those powers which the 
Council has delegated to its 
Officers indicating also the 
titles of the Officers 
concerned. 

 Access to a summary of the 
rights of the public to attend 
meetings of the Council and 
its Committees etc. and to 
inspect and copy 
documents. 

 In addition, the public now 
has a right to be present 
when the Council 
determines “Key Decisions” 
unless the business would 
disclose confidential or 
“exempt” information. 

 Unless otherwise stated, 
most items of business 
before the Executive 
Committee are Key 
Decisions.  

 Copies of Agenda Lists are 
published in advance of the 
meetings on the Council’s 
Website: 

www.redditchbc.gov.uk 
 

If you have any queries on this Agenda or any of the decisions taken or wish to 
exercise any of the above rights of access to information, please contact the 

following: 
 

Janice Smyth 
Democratic Services Officer 

Town Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH 
Tel: (01527) 64252 Ext. 3266         Fax: (01527) 65216 

e.mail: janice.smyth@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk 
 

mailto:janice.smyth@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
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4. Update Reports  
To note Update Reports (if any) for the Planning Applications 
to be considered at the meeting (circulated prior to the 
commencement of the meeting). 
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Redditch Borough Council 
Planning Committee 

 
Committee Updates 
12th November 2014 

 

2014/192/FUL Land At Wirehill Drive 

 
Additional Consultation replies 
 
Development Plans Team 
Comment that the proposals would be in conformity with Policy CS.7 of the Borough of Redditch 
Local Plan which deals with the sustainable location of development needs for Redditch up to and 
beyond 2011. The proposals would similarly be in accordance with Policy 2 from the emerging 
Local Plan No.4. 
 
The proposals are generally in conformity with the National Planning Policy Frameworks' 
overarching principle of promoting sustainable development as the site falls within the Boroughs 
urban area. 
 
Despite the site being declared surplus and being identified as a potential housing site, the 
Inspectors comments that the need for development would not outweigh the value of the land as 
an open space are noted. 
 
The emerging Borough of Redditch Local Plan No.4 should be taken into consideration as a 
material consideration due to its advanced stage of preparation following its submission for 
independent examination to the Secretary of State on 12th March 2014. The site has been 
identified for residential development in the emerging BOR LP4 and would be compatible with 
existing surrounding uses. As such, the proposal can be supported for delivering housing. The 
density of development is acceptable taking into consideration the retention of the existing 
hedgerow and oak tree in order to preserve the visual open space function of the open area 
beyond the hedgerow to the north which would remain undeveloped. 
 
Emerging Policy 6 of the BOR LP4 states that sites able to accommodate more than 10 dwellings 
should provide a contribution towards the provision of affordable housing on the site. Due to the 
application proposing 12 open market houses and no affordable units, in respect to Emerging 
Policy 6, the application is considered to be unacceptable. 
 
Area Environmental Health Officer 
It is recommended that cycle parking facilities and outside electrical charging points be supplied to 
each property in the interests of exploiting opportunities for the use of sustainable transport modes 
for the movement of goods and people. Low emissions internal boilers should be used in the 
construction of any development approved.  
 
Officer Comments 
With respect to comments made by the Development Plans team, it is true to say that emerging 
BORLP4 policies should be taken into consideration as material considerations although it is for 
the decision maker to proportion appropriate weight to these Policies. 
 
It is the duty of the decision maker under Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 
Act 2004 to determine applications in accordance with the current development plan unless 
material considerations indicate otherwise. The current Development Plan is the Borough of 
Redditch Local Plan No.3 where Polices CS7 and R1, as saved policies, are the most relevant. 
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For the reasons set out in the main report, notwithstanding the conclusions reached by the 
Planning Inspector in April this year, the proposals are considered to be compliant with the 
provisions of the current development plan and the NPPF. As the current development plan for the 
area, Policies pertaining to LP3 should be afforded significantly more weight than those contained 
within in the emerging LP4. The proposed development of 12 new dwellings falls below the current 
policy threshold whereby contributions are sought towards the provision of affordable housing on a 
site and therefore there are no requirements for the applicant to provide affordable housing in this 
case. 
 
With respect to the comments received from the Area Environmental Health Officer, each dwelling 
would have adequate internal and external space within their curtilage for the provision of cycle 
parking facilities. The matter does not need to be considered further. 
 
It would be unreasonable to attach planning conditions with respect to outside electrical charging 
points and low emissions internal boilers having regard to the tests which apply under Paragraph 
206 of the NPPF. However, the Area EHO comments have been drawn to the attention of the 
applicant as an information item. 
 
The recommendation remains that authority be delegated to the Head of Planning & Regeneration 
to GRANT planning permission subject to the satisfactory completion of a S106 planning 
obligation and conditions and informatives as set out under Pages 16 to 21 of the main agenda. 
 
 

2014/226/FUL Covered Market Area, Market Place 

 
No Updates 
  
 
 

2014/283/RM Former Ansell Glove Co Ltd, 25 Broad Ground Road 

 
No Updates 
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